
a book? Which parts of a book are from 
early printing practices and which from 
later changes? How do you read a cat-
alog record? What’s the difference be-
tween using digital facsimiles and books 
in-hand? The book concludes with a 
glossary and a detailed list of recom-
mended readings for further research.

¶ Studying Early Printed Books will be 
ready for course adoption for Fall 2018 
in a paperback priced below $40. Would 
you like to see a table of contents? Want 
to be notified when you can order the 
book? Visit the website!

www.earlyprintedbooks.com/
studying-early-printed-books-1450-

1800-a-practical-guide/

Studying Early
Printed Books 

1450-1800: 
A Practical Guide

www.
   earlyprintedbooks
                         .com

Sarah Werner

Are you excited about these resources 
but unsure how to incorporate them 
into your teaching? Would you like me 
to come visit your class? Or give a talk at 
your library? Get in touch! I am happy 
to help brainstorm, guide activities, or 
provide feedback as suits your needs.

www.earlyprintedbooks.com/
contact/
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Sarah Werner is a book historian & digital media 
scholar based in Washington, DC. She has taught 
students about bibliography, textual studies, and early 
modern literature and culture at the Folger Shake-
speare Library and elsewhere. She also has extensive 
experience creating and studying digital resources for 
early modern studies and libraries and has given lec-
tures on the topic at RBMS, RBS, and for the Harry 
Ransom Center’s 2018 Pforzheimer Lecture.

Not sure sure what to do with this? Wondering 
how to fold this and who thought it would be fun?

www.earlyprintedbooks.com/
folding/

¶ Studying Early Printed Books 1450-1800 
is for anyone curious about how books 
were made in the first centuries of the 
printing press and how we understand 
their form today. 

¶ The first part is a guide to how such 
books were made, moving through an 
overview and then looking in-depth at 
the processes, including how paper was 
made, what book formats are, and how 
the press works. “Why does this mat-
ter?” is regularly asked and answered to 
help readers understand how knowing 
these details can be helpful for research.

¶ The second part of Studying Early 
Printed Books focuses on using books: 
How do you get started approaching arly Printed Books is an 

open-access website for 
exploring the features 
of  hand-press books 
and for finding resourc-
es for teaching and 

further research. Free to use and free 
for non-commerical reuse, the website 
draws on the digital collections of  major 
libraries and on Sarah Werner’s teaching 
expertise. 

Designed to be used alongside Study-
ing Early Printed Books 1450-1800, Early 
Printed Books is also a valuable stand-
alone resource for anyone teaching or 
studying what early books looked like. 
EPB is also a model for working with 
digital images.

image credit: 
detail from D’Alembert et al, “L’Operation d’Imprimerie,” 
Encyclopedie. Paris, 1769.
Smithsonian Libraries, AE25 .E53X 1751 Plates (public 
domain)
http://www.earlyprintedbooks.com/encyclopedie_
plates_1769_7-14/

image credit:
detail from Peter Apian, Cosmographicus. Landshut, 1524.
Smithsonian Libraries, Dibner GA6 .A4X (public domain)
http://www.earlyprintedbooks.com/apian_cosmographi-
cus-1524_h4r/

sarah@earlyprintedbooks.com
@wynkenhimself
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